
Morning Star Lutheran Church

Worship and Music Team Virtual Meeting Minutes

May 11, 2020

Goals for 2020
 Establish an Assisting Minister program to help the Pastor on Sunday mornings
 Finalize and complete hearing assistive listening system and acoustic panels
 Review and update Worship Manual and make a copy available 

Present- Ed Thompkins, Deb Allen, Pat Buetow, Ray Brooks, Alyssa Darstein, Diane Doak, Andy Hunter, Caroline 
Payler, Diane Scheid, Della Sperlbaum, Linda Thompson, Richard Turner, Donna Winslow

1.  Call to Order at 7:05 with devotions and prayer led by Deb Allen.

2. Old Business:
 Approval of February 24, 2020 Minutes

o Ray Moved to approve, Andy Seconded. Motion passed
 Assistant Minister of Music

o 3 initial interviews were completed via Zoom
o 2 auditions scheduled 

3. New Business
 Things for Morning Star Worship and Music Team to think about to prepare for in person Worship

o What if your worship gathering is initially limited to no more than 100 people?  This is part 
of every decision we make.  We can poll members to see which service they will attend, or if 
they will continue to worship online until there is more security.  We will need to reach 
those that are not using Facebook.  We could also look into the ability to project the service 
in the FLC for overflow.  We will not have a nursery, at least at first.  The may cause some 
families to not attend in person until we have a nursery set up.

o Should we add and/or shorten worship services to allow for social distancing? Since we 
will be returning to worship in the summer, it is suggested that we recommend staying at 2 
services (rather than 1 as planned) and follow a 9:00 and 11:00 schedule allowing an hour to 
clean between the services.

o What adjustments will you make to the Lord’s Supper, baptisms, and our music ministry?  
We will follow the program staff and Synod recommendations on these decisions.  But we 
expect the following changes when we initially resume in person worship:

 NO congregation singing
 NO wind instruments
 NO communion until we are no longer recommending wearing face coverings
 We discussed individual cups (prices at $100 for 500), but that would require 

removing mask then cleanup of disposed cups.
o Will we physically “pass the plate” offering? It is recommended that we set up a plate at 

the Baptismal Font to receive offerings and information cards.  
o What’s our strategy to clean and sanitize your church in real time? We will have a deep 

cleaning before we return to Worship, and will have the Worship Center cleaned during the 
week.  But we will need to have a sanitizing cleaning between the services.  This could be 
volunteers (maybe the Ushers could stay late or come early or both). We would have a 
cleaning routine in writing for them to follow.  We would remove all items from the pew 



racks, including the hymnals, pencils and envelopes as well as the children’s bags.  We will 
remove the lectionary from the pulpit.  We would need to clean: doors, pews, light switches, 
cabinet doors, bathrooms.  We discussed a sanitizing walk and spray—we will ask Jerry to 
contact our current cleaners to see if they have access to this type of sanitizer. Stanley 
Cleaner also does this type of sanitizing.   Readers will need to be reminded to take the 
reading handout to the pulpit, use hand sanitizer and use a tissue to move the mic.

o Should we end our “pass the peace” time?  We could still allow passing of the peace, but 
offer touchless options.  Or have the staff set limits on the interactions—a stationary 
passing of the peace or simply replying as a group In the liturgy.  It was recommended that 
we use the response- “also with all y’all” to be southern inclusive.

o How will we count attendance and effectiveness?  There will not be a way to accurately 
count under these circumstances, so it is recommended that we not count members. But, 
there may be a need to count attendance up to the limit outlined by the state.  We have to 
be prepared to run worshipers away, or we can set up overflow seating with CC TV in the 
FLC Gym.  That would allow for physical distancing.

o Richard moved, and Pat seconded, and all approved the following Recommendation to 
Council:

 The Worship and Music Team recommends that we prepare to reopen our Worship 
Center for in person Worship by planning on 2 services at 9:00 and 11:00 for the 
summer months with cleaning to be done between the services.  In order to comply 
with the State of North Carolina, and the guidelines of the ELCA, we are going to 
modify the Worship Service.  Until we receive additional guidance, there will be no 
congregational singing, no choir, no wind instruments, and no Communion.  The 
Worship Center will be temporarily modified to allow for social distancing and 
reduced contamination.  We will strongly recommend that worshipers wear face 
coverings, and they will be made available in the Narthex.  We will prepare to have 
overflow seating available in the FLC gym for the early services.

 Continuing Online Worship
o The remote Mic has not provided consistently improved sound
o Although Picture quality has improved, we will not be able to maintain the current set up 

broadcasting Live Worship service
o We need to focus on the quality of the service for those who are not comfortable returning 

to in person worship
o The ultimate goal is to use the tech booth sound and video system
o Ed will be contacting Sight and Sound

4. Ed’s Report
 We are currently in Limbo regarding Summer Music Camp.  School may return the week we have 

planned.
 Lutheran Men in Mission Sunday is still being planned for June 21.  If we are still virtual, they will 

plan a service for Facebook Live and online.

5. Council Update
 Council has bee discussing some of the same questions that we addressed today.  
 Currently we are down 8% in our giving, but there is about a month delay in the reporting.

6. Team Calendar (Meetings – Devotions)



 8/24 – All Mission Team
 9/21 – Caroline Payler
 11/23 – Bonnie Traylor
 1/18/21 – Diane Scheid

7. Upcoming events
 June 21 Lutheran Men in Mission Sunday

Payer concerns-
Nan Morgan has tested positive for Covid 19.  She has been moved to Huntersville for treatment.
Aimes Treese cousin’s husband passed away
Iris Jordan’s sister passed away in England

Close with the Lord’s Prayer


