
MSLC COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 26, 2020 
 

The April 2020 council meeting began at 12:32 p.m. and was held via Zoom videoconference 

due to the CoVID19 pandemic. “Present” were Pastor John; (President) Mark Paulson; (Vice 

President) Arja Owens; (Secretary) Sarah Hollingsworth; Liz Baker; Al Carr; Andrea Comer; 

Alyssa Darstein; Cindy Fliss; Gail Frankenburg; Tom Freeburn; Jack Miller; and Andrea 

Towner. Due to the unique circumstances, several “normal” agenda items1 were postponed. 

 

After Pastor John led the council in prayer, the council members went around the “table” to 

discuss how each team is holding meetings (not at all but still maintaining connections, Zoom, 

email correspondence, etc.) and how it’s working.  

 

The council then reviewed the take-aways from the March meeting (MSLC is still connected; 

Morning Star Meals will continue to be publicized; Jack continues to offer any tech/Zoom help), 

followed by approval of the March minutes (2020.04.1). Council members then went around 

the “table” again with personal updates and support. 

 

The next topic of discussion was the New Business of planning “re-entry” for congregational 

ministry. The plan will necessarily include state, local, and synod guidelines, thought patterns 

and action plans. It could easily be June before any in-person gatherings will happen, and even 

then there will be many steps to keep everyone safe and healthy. The “24 Questions” handout 

provided by the NC Synod can and should be shared with the mission teams for transparency and 

discussion, and will be sent out as part of the Beacon (likely in manageable pieces) with 

introductory text provided by Mark Paulson. Otherwise, specific steps will be determined as we 

are able to move forward.   

 

(As noted above, Continuing Business of Core Values/Visioning with Pastor DeNise as well as 

the Safety Task Team recommendation previously tabled will be taken up at a later date to be 

determined.) 

 

Pastor John’s report was then reviewed and approved (2020.04.2).  
 

Arja Owens then briefly reviewed Mission Team reports and Deacon Wendy’s report. Al Carr 

called some points to the group’s attention (offerings 18% lower, but expenses $1,700 higher 

given unplanned property maintenance expenses and not counting CFA being rolled into 

operating expenses; offerings are being tracked in light of remote worship and whether that will 

affect synod benevolence; possible increase in online giving to be researched; at 93% of CFA 

timeframe, a whopping 108% has been received!).  

 

Andrea Towner noted that God’s Work Our Hands planning will continue.  

 

As there were no actionable items in any team reports, the Team Reports were approved 

(2020.04.3). 

                                                 
1The coaching on points of discipleship, Safety Task Team recommendation discussion, and small group/outreach 

program analysis were postponed – possibly to the next in-person meeting.  



 

The council meeting concluded with announcements, which included: 

 Correspondence received: thank-you notes, to be publicized in the Beacon.  

 Brittany Perry’s employment/planned transition status was reviewed and will be 

determined in the near future.  

 Morning Star Meals has been a significant success, and gratitude for cooks and 

drivers was expressed and wholeheartedly endorsed. As most of the food has been 

donated, funds previously requested and approved have not been needed so far.  

 Upcoming Ministry Dates: 

o Sunday Worship will continue online most likely until at least June due to 

current events. 

 Next Council Meeting May 31, 2020 – 12:30 p.m. (by Zoom teleconference again) 

 Takeaways for congregation and mission teams: 

o (1) “24 Questions To Consider” to be shared 

o (2) Maintaining Personal Connections while continuing physical distancing 

o (3) Morning Star Meals will continue to be publicized  

o (4) Teams should be mindful of spending and expenses given the reduction in 

giving 

  

The April 2020 regular council meeting then adjourned with one-word reflections and group 

prayer at approximately 2:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Hollingsworth,  

Church Council Secretary  

 

*  *  *  *  
 

Future Dates to Keep In Mind: 
 

o *May 31 regular council meeting (adjusted for Memorial Day), 12:30 p.m.: via Zoom 

teleconference 

o June-August: summer worship schedule of unified 10:00 a.m. service when possible? 

o June 28 regular council meeting with AGT planning, 12:30 p.m.: Tom Freeburn – lunch*  

o July 26 regular council meeting, 12:30 p.m.: Sarah Hollingsworth – lunch*  

o August 23 regular council meeting, 12:30 p.m.: Gail Frankenburg – lunch*  

o Fall worship schedule TBA 

o God’s Work Our Hands WEEKEND September 11-13 

o September 27 regular council meeting, 12:30 p.m.: Mark Paulson - lunch  

o *October 25 regular council meeting but at 1:00 p.m. to follow Trunk R Treating after the 11:00 

a.m. service with LGT planning: Liz Baker - lunch  

o Congregational Hearing November 8 

o Congregational Meeting November 15 

o December mini-retreat TBA 


