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Evangelical Lutheran Worship #389, Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing  

Mark 16:1-8 
 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 

that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

to the tomb?" 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 

they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." 8So they went out 

and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid. 
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Wren has five hymns included in ELW: #317, #358, #383, #389, and #482. 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

 Compare the 1975 hymn text with the 1995 hymn text. Ponder the “affect” of each text as 

you meditate on the two different presentations. 

 Sometime this month, listen to the hymn at this link: 

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing - Zebulon Highben - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEXEzqHnYTE
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A COMPARISON OF OLDER AND REVISED TEXTS 

 

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing    Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 

ELW #389  Text revision 1995     LBW #363  Text from 1975 with alt. 

 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.    Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

The cross stands empty to the sky.   His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring.  Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.  In death his love shall never die. 

 

Christ is alive! No longer bound   Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine,    to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now,   he comes to claim the here and now 

and touching ev’ry place and time.   and conquer ev’ry place and time. 

 

        Not throned afar, remotely high, 

        untouched, unmoved by human pains, 

        but daily, in the midst of life, 

        our Savior with the Father reigns. 

 

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,    In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 

where color, scorn, or wealth divide,   where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,   He suffers still, yet loves the more, 

and lives, where even hope has died.   and lives, though ever crucified 

 

Women and men, in age and youth, 

can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  

and find the way, the life, the truth, 

revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring   Christ is alive! Ascended Lord -- 

good news to this and every age,   he rules the world his Father made, 

till earth and sky and ocean ring    till, in the end, his love adored 

with joy, with justice, love, and praise.  shall be to all on earth displayed. 

 

 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company,  

Carol Stream, IL 60188.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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